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STATEMENT . |

At approximately 2:30 Po¥, on Merch 27, 1944 at Isoletts, Italy,
which lies & Tew miles northeast of Cassiro we encountered intense flake
Tre airoreft received a burst in the left horizontal stebilizer and engine.
We slippac to our left engino picked up agein and we started to climb back
intc formation when we were nit in the right engine end winge I believe
that the wing and engine were blovm off as letér when we viewed tho wreckage
they were zope. Lie immediately started to spin to the right. Sgts Kuckenbecker's
flsek suit was badly torn in the back, but he was not hite ie bailed out and
were immediately picked up by the Germans from the "Flak Batteries"e

After being captured we drove a few miles dovm the rosd where we
met our pilot 2nd. Lieute Willism Ee. Hardy, 0-7S8293s The Germens took our
name, renk and serial number, end also made a list of our-psrsonal effectce
They took our wallets and other pspers, but let us keep our watches, rings, etco
iater, in the Prison Camp, my wallet was returnsd niras a few dollars and my
"Short Snorter Bills". I believe that this was taken for a souvenirs

After driving e few miles we were joined by S/Scte Sylvester Es.

Frankhouser, 6749186, who informed us that in his aircraft JTieut, Marzhell
Ko Cookrill, 0=730367, and S/Sgt. Robert Mo Bartlett, 16036411, were both
killed and that sdsete Ritchie A. Love, 13041853, hed broken both his ankles
end left thigh and was burned about the face andhandse

Je drove still further down the road and then I was taken to a small
hospital where they treated me for slight facial burns around my eyes end
few minor flak wounds in my hands end left lege This was the last I sew of
Lieut, Hardy, s/Sgbo Frankhouser, or Sgt. Bruce Le Kuckenbecker, 39552001,
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I wee then taken toAquila, Itely, where the Germans have a hospital
within a few hundred yerds from a trensient prieon cempe They treated me

for about & week and kept me at{Aquila for about three wecks and then
trensferred we tor Lattern), Itely, which is a few miles northwest of Arettzo,
Ttalye I wag there “about & month and on ley 10th, 1944, I succeeded
in esceping by myself in & box of garbage which is teken from the camp every
day or so about 10:30 All I travelled south a few miles where 1 stayed
in the hills with the Italians until July 11th, 1844, when a Belgien and
ryself finally succeeded in passing through the German lines at nights

The Belgian and mycelf reported to the English Headquarters Command
where we were questioned and showed them where some Germans had their heevy
guns snd mortars loceted, also where the Gerrans were living in the houses
in our area. ie were then sent beck from the front tc Rome where I was
informed that I wes to report tc Naplese I succeeded in reaching the 97th
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Bombardment Squedren areg at 9:00 Fil on the night of July 16,1944,AY
HN H. MURPHY, 18133844
gte 97th Bomb Sqo (1),
47th Borb Cpe (1) BAF,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th dey of July, 1944.

——Harold Fo Olsen,
Captain, Air Corps,
Adjutente


